BOROUGH  OF  BEVERLEY, 


UBftAaf 


REPORT 


- of  the  - 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 
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1959 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  Borough  of  Beverley. 


Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen; 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  my  first  report  as 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Borough. 

In  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the  Ministry  of  Health 
this  report  must  be  an  interim  one  in  the  interests  of  National 
Economy,  dealing  only  with  important  changes  in  the  health  of  the 
Borough. 

In  spite  of  the  fact  that  all  members  of  the  Staff  of  the 
Health  Services  are  engaged  on  AcR.P,  work,  the  work  of  the  Department 
has  been  carried  on  without  any  curtailment. 

I have  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  members  of  the  Council, 
the  various  officials  of  the  Corporation  and  the  members  of  my  staff 
for  the  help  and  assistance  which  they  have  given  me  since  my 
appointment . 

I am,  Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentr  ::men,  your  obedient  servant, 

P-C.  McKinlay,  M.D. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


September,  1940 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
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OrnCERS  OF  the  public  health  department  of  the  council. 


Dr.  T.  Ritchie  Rodger  and  Dr.  D.M.  Mackay  continue  to 
deputif^  for  the  Consulting  Aural  and  Opthalmic  Surgeons,  both  of 
whom  are  serving  with  His  Majesty's  Forces,  otherwise  there  v/ere  no 
changes  in  the  Staff  of  the  Health  Department  during  1939. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  ilEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA . 

Laboratory  Facilities.  Specimens  are  sent  to  the  Government 
Research  Laboratory  at  Pocklington.  During  the  year  30  swabs  from 
the  nose  and  throat,  44  specimens  of  sputum  and  one  other  specimen 
were  sent  for  examination. 

Treatment  Facilities.  Tnere  is  no  change  in  the  facilities 
for  treatment  at  Clinics,  in  the  home  and  in  hospital. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare.  The  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Centre  is  held  every  Wednesday 'afternoon;  the  number  of  children 
attending  for  the  first  time  was  17E  and  the  total  number  attending 
3S1,  both  representing  increases. 

The  Health  Visit-'r  paid  236  first  visits  and  a total  of  1583 
visits  to  children  ftp  to  the  age  of  five. 

The  amount  of  dried  milk  supplied  at  cost  price  to  Mothers 
attending  the  centre  was  1389  pounds. 

Ante -Natal  Clinics,  There  was  a slight  decrease  in  the 
number  of  women  attending  the  ante -natal  clinic  as  compared  with  1930 
an*'  sessions  are  still  held  at  fortnightly  intervals. 

The  Dental  Surgeon  conducted  five  dental  sessions  for  twenty 
women.  Treatment  still  consists  mainly  of  extractions  and  it  is  still 
necessary  to  urge  the  attendance  of  expectant  mothers  early  in  pregnancy 
when  conservative  dental  treatment  may  still  be  possible. 


SANITARY  CIRCUITS TANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

The  work  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Department  has  been  very 
much  disorganised  during  1939  by  the  fact  of  both  permanent  Sanitary 
Inspectors  being  engaged  extensively  on  Civil  Defence,  work.  This  .was 
remedied  to  some  extent  by  a temporary  Sanitary  Inspector  being  appoin- 
ted in  February,  but  with  the  outbreak  of  War  and  for  some  weeks 
immediately  preceeding  it,  the  demands  of  A.R.P.  became  so  great  that 
part  of  his  time  had  also  to  be  devoted  to  Civil  Defence  work.  In 
spite  of  this  every  effort  has  been  made  to  keep  abreast  with  the  imp- 
ortant branches  of  . sanitary  vrark. 
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1. 


Water . 


29  samples  of  water  have  heen  t^ken.  during 

the  year.  These  have  shown  that  the  water  supplied  to  the  Public  is 
safe  and  is  satisfactory  in  every  way  with  the  exception  of  the  free 
chlorine  content.  This  has  on  occasion  been  above  the  amount  normally 
allowed.  It  is  carefully  watched  and  adjustments  made  as  necessary  ta 
avoid  any  inconvenience  to  the  users. 

2.  Sanitary  Accommodation. 


The  position  with  regard  to  sanitary  accommodation  in  the  town 
at  the  end  of  the  year  was:- 


Type  of  Convenience. 


Number.  Percentage . 


Water  Closets. 
Privies . 

Pail  Closets. 


3625  82-96 

221  5.05 

523  11.97 


3 ,  Public  Cleansing. 

During  the  year  4136  loads  of  refuse  were  collected  from 
private  dwelling  houses  and  business  premises,  representing  a weight 
of  42C2  tons.  The  total  cost  of  Collection  and  Disposal  was  £2046. 
All  the  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping. 


4 .  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

224  dwelling  houses  were  inspected  for  various  defects  and 
302  nuisances  from  various  causes  were  abated,  21  houses  were  disin- 
fected after  infectious  disease. 


HOPS INC. 


440  houses  were  inspected  under  the  Public  Health  and  Housing 
Acts  during  the  year,  necessitating  761  inspections  being  made  for  that 
purpose.  91  houses  were  made  fit  for  human  habitation,  all  by  informal 
action. 


No  demolition  orders,  closing  orders  or  clearance  orders  were 
made  during  the  year,  but  26  houses  were  demolished  as  a result  of 
previous  clearance  orders. 

During  1938,  Clearance  Orders  were  made  in  respect  of  98 
houses.  On  account  of  the  War  it  was  impossible  to  rehouse  the  people 
concerned  and  minor  repairs  have  been  carried  out  to  several  of  the 
houses  under  the  Public  Health  Act  during  1939. 

Five  cases  of  overcrowding  have  been  relieved. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

17  Slaughter  Houses  were  in  operation  in  at  the 

end  of  the  year  and  these  were  visited  regularly.  All  aniinal-s_J:iJLled 
were  inspected  by  the  Meat  Inspector. 


PREVALENCE  OE  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 


There  were  29  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  as  compared  with  13 
in  1938  but  this  was  of  a very  mild  type.  There  were  2 cases  of 
diphtheria  as  compared  with  13  in  1938  and  we  may  presume  that  already 
this  improvement  is  showing  the  benefits  of  immunisation.  £6  children 
under  the  age  of  eight  were  immunised  during  the  year  and  we  have 
commenced  doing  the  toddlers  at  the  Welfare  Centre,  and  when  the 
proportion  of  children  immunised  exceeds  SCffo  as  we  may  reasonably 
expect  in  the  near  future,  diphtheria  will  probably  become  a rare 
disease  in  the  Borough. 

Total  Cases  Total 

Disease . Cases  admitted  to  Deaths . 

Notified.  Hospital. 


Smallpox  0 
Diphtheria  2 
Pneumonia  30 
Op^ihalmia  2 
Poliomyelitis  0 
Enteric  Fever  0 
Puerperal  Pyrexia  1 
Scarlet  Fever  29 


0 

2 

9 

0 

0 

0 

1 

17 


0 

0 

14 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the  year  1939 . 


Diphtheria  2 
Erysipelas  7 
Scarlet  Fever  29 
Puerperal  Pyrexia  1 
Pneumonia  30 


Op\halmia  Neonatorum  2 Both  treated  at  home  with  no 

resulting  impairment  of  -ision. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1939. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis.  There  were  thirteen  male  and  five 
female  new  cases  with  7 male  and  2 female  deaths  during  1939. 

There  were  three  male  and  four  female  non-pulmonary  cases 
vrith  one  male  and  no  female  deaths  during  the  same  period. 
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EXTRA-CTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Total 

. M. 

F. 

Live  Births:- 

Legitimate  

112, 

121. 

Birth  Rate  per 

1,000  of 

the  estimated 

resident 

Illegitimate  . . . , 

10. 

5. 

5. 

population  . , . 

Still  Births 

Legitimate  

3. 

0 

Rate  per  1,000 

total 

(live  and  still)  births. 16. 2 

Illegitimate  . . . . 

1. 

0 

Deaths  

77. 

97. 

Death  Rate  per 

1,000  of 

the  estimated 

resident 

population  . . , 

Deatli  Rate  of  Infants  y cns  of  age:- 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  ' births  * 41.1 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  38.6 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  100.0 

Deaths  from  measles  (all  ages)  Nil 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  Nil 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  Nil 

Death  Rate,  England  and  Wales  12.1 

Birth  Rate,  England  and  Wales  15.0 

Infantile  Mortality,  England  and  V/ales  50.0 
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